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Union of India Vs. Prabhakaran Vijaya Kumar (2008) 9 SCC 527
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"if we adopt a restrictive meaning o the expression “accidental falling of a
passenger from a train carrying passengers” in Section 123(c) af the Railways
Act, we will be depriving a large number of railway passengers from getting
compensation in railway accidents. It s well known that in our country there
are erores of people who travel by railway trains since everybody cannot afford
travelling by air or in a private car. By giving a restrictive and narrow
meaning to the expression we will be depriving a large number of victims of
train accidents (particularly poor and middle class people) from getting
compensation under the Railways Act. Hence, in our opinion, the expression
“acotdental falling of a passenger from a train carrying passéngers” includes
accidents when a bona fide passenger i.e. a passenger travelling with a valid
ticket or pass is trying to enter into @ railway train and fulls down during the
process. In other words, a purposive and not literal interpretation should be
given to the expression.”
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